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Seeking Balance in the Crowded Sky

As a city develops and the land prices climb due to
scarcity, there is always the temptation for developers to
maximise sellable spaces in order to offset the higher cost
of land acquisition. However, that is not always the best
way forward in a sophisticated market as buyers are more
attuned to their lifestyle needs and have become more
discerning. A developer will have to make a conscious
effort to strike the balance in liveability and built
environment in order to create something truly spectacular.

The philosophy behind 8 Conlay by KSK Group
design falls right into that category and was envisioned
from the start as a project that focuses on user experience
and lifestyle. The architect for 8 Conlay is none other
than the award winning renowned architect Ar. Hud
Bakar and he shares with REM some of his ideas and
thoughts on the project.

The project holds a special place for Bakar as he was
given the freedom to let his imagination soar and seized
the opportunity to create a meaningful architecture that is
poised to become an icon of downtown Kuala Lumpur. It
helps tremendously that the client is very cooperative in
allowing the architect to explore ideas and the resulting
design is largely a result of close interaction with the client.

Valuable inputs from the clients, consultants,
management body and other stakeholders form the
important backbone on which to hang the architectural
expression. In a nutshell, the design process is very much
about balance between different ideas and needs.

Balance is such an important aspect of the design that
the design team drew upon the philosophy of balance
within the symbol of the Ying and Yang to create
interplay of convex and concave forms. The result is
a fluid design that will add an interesting touch to the
cityscape and cement its position as a future landmark of
the city. The buildings also hint of the number “8” to
tie back to its prestigious address.

According to Bakar, 8 Conlay is not just another
building dotting the city, but one that has a soul and
perfectly balances the built environment and the user

experiences as well as lifestyles.

There are many elements that the team has to take
into considerations in the design such as site conditions,
views, building orientations, form and massing and, of
course, Malaysia’ s hot and humid climate,

In fact, some of these elements are the very force that
resulted and shaped 8 Conlay design. The sky water
lounge & green refuge, environmental deck, building
orientations, balconies and pocket of open spaces are
some of the spaces that have to be carefully placed due to
consideration for the climate.

8 Conlay is about lifestyle yet so much more. It is
designed to balance the built urban environment where
land is of significant value and its occupants. It showcases
how to balance the vertical metropolis living across its
various components including its residency, hotel, and
retail podium.

Malaysia is a multi—cultural and multi—ethnic society
and many of these cultural references are “hinted”
in an abstract but subtle way. Such cultural reference is
even more important in this age of globalisation where
designers need to maintain and preserve our identity as
Malaysians even as we continue to develop buildings that
meet world class standards.

We can even extend the idea outside of our immediate
borders and explore our neighbours. After all, ASEAN is
a collection of arguably some of the most exotic places
on earth and there is no reason not to tap into this treasure
trove. The uniqueness of every country within ASEAN
is a result of its mixture of multi-national, multi-racial,
multi—cultural and beliefs and needs to be protected or
even expanded to the world.

If we lose these, we will lose Asia. For that reason,
each country should continue to preserve their identity,
culture, and their own architecture languages.

At the end of the day, Utopia is a “balance”
between living and the built environment. In short,

“Architecture” is Utopia and the ongoing search for
the fabled state.
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